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Chris Grant takes the field with one of his three 
umpiring partners, Eloise Sheridan, during his 
exchange visit to Adelaide. (See article p10.) 
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FROM THE EDITOR 
Now that the ongoing BBL has come to an end, yet again, Cricket Victoria’s 
Melbourne Stars have stumbled at the last hurdle. Is it time for members of this 
franchise, to heed some of the words of this year’s Allan Border Medallist, when, 
during his acceptance speech, he acknowledged the benefit he received in 
spending time back at his “grass-roots” level with the Randwick-Petersham Club 
in Sydney? Speaking of the Allan Border Medal, for those readers who have not 
seen the article by Greg Baum (“It’s complex: medal outcome all a bit of a muddle” 
(The Age, Wednesday, February 12, 2020 (pp 42&43)), may I recommend it. 
In this issue it is the turn of Vice-President, Tony Ventura, to update readers on 

Association events. In addition, I recommend the report from Chris Grant, following his exchange 
visit to Adelaide, together with the note and associated pictures from Gerry Schembri, following the 
annual visit by two New Zealand Umpires to Melbourne. I regret that I am unable to publish the 
usual full report from this Annual Exchange visit by New Zealand colleagues, but hopefully this may 
be a feature of the Association’s Annual Report. 
While I am not in the habit of adding pictures to this Editorial 
column, I could not resist the accompanying item which was 
sent to me by a dear friend whom my wife and I got to know 
during our years in England. She does not use any electronic 
media and regularly sends us “snail-mail” which usually 
includes cuttings from her local Advertiser. This one followed 
the disastrous loss by the England team in its 498th overseas 
Test match played against South Africa at Supersport Park, 
Centurion, from 26th to 30th December, 2019, and serves as 
a most appropriate introduction to the article celebrating 
England’s subsequent 500th Overseas Test Match, or should 
I say, reporting on the disasters of England’s first overseas 
tour in 1877, for which I am grateful to Tim Wendelken.  
Unlike the 1st, the result for the 500th was somewhat different. 
Ralph Francione’s memories of the 1954-55 Ashes Tour 
(some might say “The Typhoon Tyson Era”) and the Third 
Test at the MCG, in particular, make a most interesting read 
and I thank Ralph for his article “A Heavy Roller and a Hose.” 
Thanks also to Daryl Brigham for his report on the National 
Under-19 Carnival, this season held in Perth. Daryl has also offered readers the names of young 
players to look out for in the future. 
Again, we thank John Collins for some more “Wisdom” and many thanks to Eric Kelly for accepting 
my regular invitation to add a book review to the “Macca’s Book Review Column. In this case it is 
Eric’s view of Neale Daniher’s recent book “When All is Said and Done”.  I commend Eric’s review 
of a book which he has recommended to you to read. 
Future items of interest to VCAUSA members are listed in the ongoing calendar on the back page 
and may I particularly draw your attention to the notice to our Association Annual Dinner and 
Presentation Night on Friday, 1st May. 

Trevor Finlayson 

 

 
Head down, chaps: a worm-hunting Hadeda 
– one of the Ibis family – stayed longer than 
anyone in the middle. Perhaps England 
should select this lot…. 
England’s Bird XI: Plenty of Ducks 
1. Wayne Lark-ins 7.  Graeme Swann 
2. Joe Wren-ly 8.  House Martin Bicknell 
3. Joe Coot (captain) 9.  Mason Crane 
4. Robin Smith 10. Mark Wood-pecker 
5. Ben Storks 11. Devon Falcon 
6. Osp-Ray Illingworth UMPIRE: Dickie Bird 
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… AND THE VICE-PRESIDENT – “DAD’S PAPER” 
The obvious talking point, which has affected all us umpires recently, is the vacated 
Umpire and Coach Education Manager position. We have been informed that Peter 
Binns has stepped into the role and will be our go-to person until the end of the season. 
We have been assured that it should be business as usual from Cricket Victoria.  
The busy time of the season has nearly been completed, YPL, NCIC and Country Week 
about to start, as I write. We now head towards the pointy end of the season, so we all 
need to be patient and support Peter. Your VCAUSA Committee of Management has 
offered to help where required. 
The successful Men’s international summer itinerary has been completed with the 

Aussie team back on top (or close to it). It’s now over to the Women, as the ICC Women’s T20 World Cup 
will be held here in Australia from 21/2/20 to 8/3/20. I must say I’m a bit amazed how a tournament of this 
status can be played over a duration of about 2 weeks. Yet the Men’s BBL just completed seemed to last an 
eternity. I must admit the BBL organisers have got something wrong here when the finals were played in 
February. By that stage everyone had lost interest. I know I had, and the people voted by their absence! Just 
when it should have been reaching its climax, it just fizzled out. The organisers need to rethink this out, 
maybe too many teams or games.  
The February T&D was held at Walter Galt Reserve (Kingston Hawthorn CC – home ground) which included 
the VCAUSA sausage sizzle. We still have the following events to come: 

1. MUCC Business Breakfast – Friday, 21/2/20 
2. Social Cricket Match – VCAUSA v Mt Waverley Vets, Sunday, 23/2/20 
3. Nibbles on the Hill – 1st XI GF at the Junction Oval, Saturday, 4/4/20 
4. Annual Dinner and Presentation Night – Veneto Club, Friday, 1/5/20 

Check the back page of Law 43 for the details. I hope to see you all at any of these events and finally, to the 
Aussie women, - Come on Aussie, Come on! 

Tony Ventura 
---------------------------------------------------------- 

ODI DEBUTS FOR MATCH REFEREE AND UMPIRE 
A match referee and an umpire will make their One Day International (ODI) debuts during this week's 
Men’s Cricket World Cup League 2 (WCL-2) series in Nepal involving the home nation, Oman and 
the United States. The competition is the fifth of 21 WCL-2 series that are part of the on-going 
qualification process to take part in the 2023 World Cup in India. 
The referee is Neeyamur Rashid Rahul of Bangladesh and the umpire Durga Nath Subedi of Nepal 
who will manage games in a series that will see Nepal, who featured in their first ever ODI 18 months 
ago, play such a game at home for the first time. Making up the match officials’ group for the series 
are umpires Chettihody Shamshuddin from India and Buddhi Pradhan of Nepal who go into the 
event having stood in 40 and 27 ODIs, respectively. 
The three umpires will each stand in four of the six ODIs involved, and work as the reserve official 
in two others, the two Nepalese being on-field together in two matches. For Rahul it is the second 
appointment to an event outside his home nation he has received from the International Cricket 
Council since he joined its second-tier panel, the first being in a qualifying event for the coming 
Women’s Twenty20 World Cup in Thailand a year ago. 

(from Playing the Game No. 3020-14958, Thursday, 6th February, 2020) 
------------------------------------------------------ 
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HEAVY ROLLER AND A HOSE 
Ashes Series in Australia, from the 1880s until the late 1990s, were held every four years. They 
consisted of two Tests in Melbourne, two in Sydney, and one in Adelaide. In 1928, Queensland was 
included, resulting in Melbourne and Sydney sharing their one or two Test matches over alternate 
series. Then in 1970, Western Australia joined the list, giving the five major Australian cities one 
Test per city per four years. 
Frequency: five Tests per series, alternating between Australia and England for their locale. From 
the late nineteenth century until World War II, all Tests in Australia were played to a finish. Many 
Tests ran for six days, some for seven, and the last Test of the 1928-29 series, ran to eight days. It 
was won by Australia - their only win of the series - and appropriately, the winning runs were scored 
by a talented young batsman with the initials D.G.B. who made one or two more runs before his 
retirement in 1948. 
England, however, refused to disturb the timetable of the revered County Championship, and so 
home Test matches against Australia or any other nation were also restricted to three days. This 
made little difference to the Australians, and the Don managed to squeeze in two triple centuries, 
several double centuries, as well as some common-and-garden single centuries. 
I saw many Tests in Australia, invariably at Melbourne, although fortuitously, I managed to see a 
handful of games in Sydney and Adelaide. But surely the most controversial (not necessarily the 
best) was at the MCG - the Third Test of the 1954-55 series (31st December, 1954 – 5th January, 
1955). However, the controversy was not over on-field occurrences, but over some allegedly behind-
the-scenes doings, which one team felt could have cost them the match. Indeed, these "doings" 
occupied almost as much space in the newspapers as the actual game itself. Thank the Lord that 
these were pre-television days, otherwise this issue would assuredly have been the lead story on 
most evening news services. More of that affair later. Let us now review the game.  
Winning the toss, England chose to bat with the long-established pair of Ray Lindwall and Keith 
Miller opening the attack for Australia. Miller grabbed early wickets for Australia, was virtually 
unplayable, and finished the innings with the figures of 11/8/14/3. But for the 21-year-old Colin 
Cowdrey, playing in his first Test series, who made 102 out of England's total of 191, the team would 
have been in a fearful position. Next morning saw Australia performing only slightly better, with 
Statham and Tyson bowling at top pace on a pitch where the ball was coming through at varying 
heights. The innings eventually gained some respectability through the patient and courageous 
batting of reserve Wicketkeeper, Len Maddocks who, batting at number eight, kept one end safe 
while scoring a slow but assured 47, part of it on the following day. It was a solid, disciplined knock 
which certainly kept the home team in the game. 
The next day was Sunday, the rest day for both teams, thank goodness, as the temperature topped 
43 degrees. Officially, nothing happened, but as it later turned out, this was the most controversial 
day of the Test. Puzzling? More anon. Play continued on Monday, on a track both truer and more 
predictable than that on Day 2. England skipper, Len Hutton, who had experienced a somewhat 
indifferent tour to date, opened the innings with a very slow but valuable 42. The hero of the day, 
however, was skipper-to-be, Peter May who hit a beautifully put together 92, contributing some of 
the purest and most productive drives seen all season at the MCG. With the assistance of some 
reasonable contributions from Bailey, Evans and Wardle, on Day 4, England held a lead of 239 
before Australia began its second innings shortly after the tea break, needing 239 to win the match 
with Harvey and Benaud in partnership at the conclusion of play on the day. 
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An excellent fifth-day crowd turned up to see Australia attempt a difficult but not impossible chase. 
They settled down, anticipating a challenging few hours. That was at noon. By one-twenty, they 
were gloomily collecting their lunch-boxes, thermos flasks, cushions and bags, and making their 
way to the exits. It was all over. Frank Tyson, in what I maintain is 
the greatest and fastest spell of bowling that I have ever witnessed, 
had demolished the Australian batting and chalked up a 
comfortable 128-run victory for England. One ball I will never forget 
- Benaud clean bowled by Tyson. It was so fast that not only Richie, 
but the whole crowd could not really have focused on it. 
After the game, the spectators were permitted to wander out and 
look at the pitch, which told us precisely nothing except that it was 
looking pretty scruffy. We then mooched slowly and disconsolately 
home in a none-too-happy mood. However, at least one more 
person remained for some hours, viz., the caterer who had stocked 
his numerous food stalls around the ground with quantities of pies, 
sandwiches and other comestible delicacies which he had 
anticipated the large crowd would purchase. Unfortunately, most 
of the spectators were standing on the platforms at Richmond 
Station, homeward bound. Eventually, the food was donated to the 
Royal Children's Hospital, and Mr. Caterer was looking for a new 
kind of business. 
Let us now return to the previous Sunday, the non-playing day in 
the City of Churches. It was a scorcher, the temperature just below 
40.00 degrees. The exhausted citizens of the virtually non-air-
conditioned city of Melbourne, stayed at home and listened to the 
radio. However, one citizen of nearby Jolimont, decided shortly 
after midnight to go for a brief ride on his bicycle in order to freshen 
up. He pedaled past the MCG, and surprisingly found the big gate on Brunton Avenue leading into 
the MCG, wide open. What was more surprising was the fact that several gentlemen appeared to 
be working - one was using a roller in order to flatten the bumps. Even more startling was that 
another was watering the pitch with a long hose - giving it a good, healthy soak. The Laws of Cricket 
(1947), Law 10 stipulated that, "Under no circumstances shall the Pitch be watered during a match." 
The gentleman on the bicycle headed swiftly for home and his telephone. He rang a good friend, 
name of Percy Beames who, in a lengthy sporting career, played and captained Victoria at cricket, 
scoring several centuries, and played first rover for the Melbourne Football Club in their Premiership 
years of 1938-39-40. One other minor detail - he also happened to be the Sporting Editor of the 
Melbourne Age. Next day, a most dynamic article appeared on page 1 of this journal, arousing 
interest, excitement, and either strong support or indignant disbelief. If you care to examine the front 
pages of any Australian Morning or Evening paper from that time, similar reports appear. 
The Melbourne Cricket Club refuted the rumours, and the Marylebone CC in London claimed that 
they knew nothing of what they saw as an Australian affair. That was 65 years ago. We only know 
two things: 
a) the MCG pitch made a stunning recovery on the no-play day; and 
b) Frank Tyson gave one of the greatest fast bowling performances of all time. 
Take my word for it - this aged member was there for the whole game. Happy memories. 

Ralph Francione 
---------------------------------------------------- 

 
Third Test, Melbourne, 1955:  R. 
Benaud b Tyson 22, during the 
second Australian innings in which 
Tyson took 7 wkts for 27. Benaud, 
hooking at a short ball outside his off 
stump, pulled it on to his wicket. 
(Picture courtesy of John Woodward 
from Australia ’55 by Alan Ross) 
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2019/20 NEW ZEALAND EXCHANGE – NZ UMPIRES IN 
MELBOURNE 

Visiting NZ exchange umpires David 
Henderson (Christchurch) and Jim 
Birchall (Auckland) were in Melbourne 
over the period 10th to 19th January, 
2020.  
Umpiring opportunities presented to 
David and Jim during their stay included 
one-day matches in Victorian Premier 
first grade and Youth Premier League, 
under-18 male. Unfortunately for the 

visiting 
umpires, 

the 
constant 

smoke haze from the recent fires resulted 
in several days of no cricket and that was 
a disappointment.  
A dinner was arranged on the Thursday night at Republica St Kilda 
and copies of the 2019 VCAUSA Annual Report were presented to our 
visiting colleagues by President, Alan McCarthy. Reciprocal visits by 
Victorian umpires Tony Medina (Christchurch 2019) (see Law 43 Vol 
26 Number 5 2019-2020 pp 6 - 9 for a full report) and Will Downey 
(Auckland 2020) will round off another successful exchange program 
for the current season.  

The Victoria – New Zealand Umpire Exchange program first commenced in the 1990-91 season 
and is highly regarded by all participants.  

Gerry Schembri 
----------------------------------------------------- 

RECENT SIGNIFICANT MILESTONES 
550 Games Russell Turner Melbourne vs Footscray Second XI (25 Jan & 1 Feb, 2020) 
250 Games Trevor Finlayson Prahran vs Plenty Valley WP2 (26 January, 2020) 
150 Games Matthew Rogers Ringwood vs Dandenong Second XI (18 January, 2020) 
150 Games Matthew Robertson Frankston Pen vs Ringwood First XI (25 Jan & 1 Feb, 2020) 
Golden Wedding Anniversary Peter & Desiree Smith (17 January, 2020) 

--------------------------------------------------- 
A CRICKET SLEDGE OR TWO! 

Aussie spectator to Phil Tufnell: “Hey Tufnell, lend us your brain, I’m building an idiot.” 
Spectator to an English batsman adjusting his box between overs: “They’re the only balls you’ve 
touched all day.” 

 
David Henderson and Gerry 
Schembri prepare for a Youth 
Premier League U18M match, 
15th January, 2020.  

David Henderson and Daryl 
Brigham at the Albert 
Ground, 11th January, 2020 

 
(L→R) Jim Birchall, David 
Henderson, Gerry Schembri, 
Mark Malmberg and Tony Medina 
at dinner during the NZ exchange 
visit.  (Picture courtesy of Alan 
McCarthy) 
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A TOURNAMENT OF 1STS – UNDER-19 NATIONAL CARNIVAL – 
PERTH, DECEMBER, 2019 

In early December, I travelled to Perth to officiate in the 
National Under-19 cricket carnival. Ten umpires were invited 
by Cricket Australia to attend and officiate the ten teams 
competing in eight, 50-over matches held over a period of 
eleven days. I arrived on Sunday, 1st December and returned 
home on the Friday, 13th. Nine of the umpires at the 
tournament were State Panel umpires with National Umpire 
Panel umpire John Ward also attending the tournament in the 
capacity of a mentor umpire. John and I represented Victoria, 
two umpires attended from NSW, two from Queensland and one from Tasmania, WA and SA and 
the ACT.  

This tournament was my 3rd Under-19 carnival and 4th Under-
age carnival in total, since joining the Victorian State panel five 
years ago. I found the tournament both challenging and 
memorable - the major challenges being the consistently high 
temperatures, with most matches being played in 35+ degrees, 
and the three-hour time difference which made communication 
with family on match days difficult.  
The tournament was memorable for being a tournament of 1sts 
– some of them obvious, but many of them “blue mooners” that 
only pop up from time to time on a cricket field.  

First, the obvious ones:  
• First time officiating in Perth. I stood on some terrific cricket ovals with lots of cricket history – the 

highlights being umpiring at the prestigious Hale School twice, Fremantle CC, South Perth and 
Lilac Hill; and 

• First time officiating with a number of State panel umpires, including up and coming female umpire 
Eloise Sheridan from SA and standing with John Ward for the first time in my 8th match of the 
carnival – a great way to sign off even if it was reportedly 42 degrees at Lilac Hill on that day! 

Now for the blue mooners:  
• In my first match of the tournament, a player in the Cricket Australia XI team (a team of Under-

17 lads selected from the Under-17 tournament played in September) bowled left-arm orthodox 
in his first spell and then right arm off-spin in his second spell – with both spells being quite tidy. 
Never seen that before! 

• In my second match –  
 Swallowed a fly on my boundary check that lodged in my throat for some time before I could 

cough it up. Can’t remember swallowing a fly since I was in high school!  
 An NT player struck the ball very firmly back to the bowler, hitting him in the arm. The bowler 

attempted a quick reflex catch only for the ball to fly through his fingertips. The ball then carried 
to the mid-off fielder who also dropped the catch – with the ball then continuing on to cross the 
boundary. The first time I’ve seen a catch being dropped twice and then still having enough 
momentum to score a boundary four!  

• And in a memorable last match –  
 Having to instigate a seven-step, signalling/warning process when a dangerous, over-the-

shoulder-height, high full toss went for four byes: (No-ball, byes, boundary four, free-hit, over-

 
Perth skyline from Optus Stadium 

 
Iconic Cottesloe Beach, Perth 
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the-shoulder warning, first and final warning to the bowler, number of balls-to-come with 
partner).  

 My partner revoking a boundary four signal when it became apparent the ball had crossed the 
boundary on the full – only to replace the signal, once the scorer’s attention had been obtained, 
with a boundary four signal!  

 My partner answering an LBW appeal with “not out – unsighted!” after the Qld bowler bowled 
the first ball of a new spell and proceeded to run straight down the wicket, leaving the umpire 
unable to make a decision.  

 Middle stump being cartwheeled from the ground only to 
lodge back in the turf upright about three metres beyond 
the bowling crease.  

Since returning home I’ve reflected about my experiences in this 
tournament and the previous three tournaments I’ve attended. I 
have some great memories to reflect upon in years to come and 
enjoy the progress of the young players I’ve officiated as they 
strive for higher cricketing honours.  
Players to watch 
As a fan of the game, I’m always making judgments about those 
players who stand out and give one a sense that they’ll make their mark in the game as senior 
players. Here are some of the young guns who stood out in the matches in which I officiated.  
Mitchell Owen – Tasmania. Strapping all-rounder who in my opinion was surprisingly left out of the 
Aussie U19 World Cup side. Made a couple of centuries and showed strong leadership abilities. 
Reminded me of Shane Watson.  
Patrick Rowe – Victoria. A lad who would be familiar to many of us umpiring Premier Cricket in 
Victoria. Very competent with the gloves and a more than handy bat. Great concentration and 
consistency of performance. Picked in the Aussie U19 World Cup side.  
Matt Willens – Queensland. Standing a conservative 6ft 11in, Matt is a left-arm, fast-medium bowler 
who has been in the CA pathway for some time. Reminds me of Bruce Reid. Lovely kid who always 
has a smile on his face and is respectful to the game. Picked in the Aussie U19 World Cup side, 
which is pretty amazing for an Under 17 eligible player.  
Zeeshaan Ahmed – NSW. Wristy, left-hand batsmen who went under the radar until making 83 in 
the final. He is very composed and looks to have the technique to take him further. Reminds me of 
Rahul Dravid in technique.  
Will Bowering – SA. Lead the tournament bowling with 18 wickets. Leg-spinner who bowls a tidy 
line and has a wrong-un that most batters seemed to have difficulty picking up. Not picked in the 
Aussie side because he seemed to emerge at this tournament – but one to watch, especially in 
white ball formats of the game.  
Hunar Verma – CA XI (NSW). Tall, young, fast bowler who has a lot of development to come but I 
liked what I saw. Delivers from a good height and moves the ball enough. Reminds me of Jackson 
Bird.  
Bailey Moon – CA XI (Vic). First time I’d seen Bailey. Took 12 wickets from limited opportunities 
and had lots of variation and control for such a young bowler. Reminds me of Josh Hazelwood.  
Cooper Connolly – CA XI captain (WA). Amazing maturity and cricket smarts. Bats and bowls left-
arm orthodox. Fields well and is a strong leader. Picked in Aussie U19 World Cup side. 

Daryl Brigham 

 
The author relaxing on Cottesloe Beach 
during the Under-19 National Carnival 
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SACA/CRICKET VICTORIA EXCHANGE PROGRAM 
This year’s exchange to Adelaide over the weekend of 10-12 January, 2020, was action packed. 
Three games in three days with three different formats. I flew into Adelaide on the Friday afternoon 
in time to stand in the evening T20 Match between Adelaide University and Kensington. The match 
was 2nd vs 3rd at the time and would have an impact on the final standings and more importantly, 
work out who would proceed to the playoffs to be South Australia’s representative at the National 
Premier Cricket T20 Championships. My colleague for the match was James Cushway. 

There was rain around Adelaide in the hours leading up to the match 
and as luck would have it, impacted on our start time. The pitch and 
outfield at the Adelaide University Oval was in great condition except 
for large damp patches at the popping creases of both ends where 
a right-arm, over-the-wicket bowler would land. The groundsman 
was called back and he spent the next hour with a leaf blower drying 
it out. We started play an hour late, restricting the game to a 12/12 
match (a format now made popular after the BBL Final last 
weekend). Adelaide University boasted several contracted players 
and went on to record a relatively comfortable win. It was a great 
experience standing at Adelaide Uni, one of the more picturesque 
grounds in Adelaide. 

The following morning, I was collected from my hotel by my colleague for the day Eloise Sheridan. 
We headed down to Glenelg’s Bay Oval for the match between the Chadd Sayers lead ‘Seahorses’ 
and Adelaide University. It was a brilliant experience to wander the Glenelg Cricket Club corridors 
and view the many items of Chappell memorabilia. The pitch appeared to offer plenty of assistance 
for the bowlers but in actual fact, played like a perfect ‘One-
Day’ cricket pitch. Adelaide University lost the toss and were 
sent in. Test bowler, Sayers, bowled from the other end but it 
was great to watch him go through his paces. Uni posted a 
very competitive 290 or so. It proved to be a few too many as 
Adelaide Uni cemented their place in the top bunch. SACUSA 
Umpire Observer, Lynton Donisthorpe, was on hand to 
observe my match and took thorough notes and provided 
valuable feedback during and after the match. I’m grateful for 
the advice and guidance provided by Lynton and Eloise. 
By far the most interesting part of the whole exchange 
weekend was the existence of Post-Match meetings. In SACA 
First and Second XI matches, the two competing captains, 
together with the umpires and a SACA facilitator, hold a meeting to discuss all things regarding the 
just-completed match. This was both a confronting and an educational experience as it gave the 
captains the opportunity to assess the umpires and provide commentary face-to-face. It also gave 
both captains the opportunity to discuss anything that might have come up during the match, 
together. Lynton facilitated this after-match meeting for us and thankfully there was nothing too 
serious for the captains to raise with regards to Eloise’s and my performances. I see a great benefit 
in captains meeting after the match rather than providing their feedback and assessment behind the 
closed doors of MyCricket. This is something I wouldn’t mind seeing in Victoria though not 
necessarily having the umpires present. Captains’ meetings certainly happened in the past and 
would be worthy of consideration. 

 
Adelaide University Oval, prior to 
the T20 match, Adelaide University 
vs Kensington. 

 
Chris Grant in action at Glenelg Bay Oval 
(Adelaide University vs The Glenelg 
Seahorses, 11th January, 2020.) 
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After the match, the full SACUSA umpiring panel were invited to the pub to “chew the fat” about our 
matches and all things cricket. It was great to meet the group face-to-face, a lot of familiar names 
I’d known but not faces. Also, in attendance that evening was New South Wales umpire, Kedar Oza, 
who was also on exchange in Adelaide for the weekend. 
My final SACA appointment for the weekend was on the Sunday in the Women’s Premier 1st XI 
match between Sturt and Southern Districts. My colleague for the day was Konrad Date. We arrived 
at the ground with plenty of time to see the locals walking their dogs nearby. Sturt’s ground is nicely 
tucked away and provided a picturesque setting for the day. Sturt had a couple of state players in 
the line-up however the Southern Districts team were below strength with several of their players 
representing SA Country and SA U18s at the respective National Championships. As such, Sturt 
posted around 280 and proceeded to bowl Southern Districts out for 60. Like the previous day, we 
had our post-match meeting which gave the captains their opportunity to assess us, all ok thankfully. 
The early finish meant I was able to make my flight in good time. (It would’ve been interesting had 
the match gone the distance.) 
Overall, the weekend was an excellent opportunity and a worthy extension of the CV/VCAUSA 
Scholarship Program (for which I shall submit my final report in next month’s edition of Law 43). I 
am grateful to Cricket Victoria and Jason Leonard-Scott for appointing me to the exchange program. 
I should also like to acknowledge and thank several SACA people. Daniel Goodwin (SACA Umpire 
Coach), Lynton Donisthorpe (SACUSA Umpire Observer), my colleagues from the weekend, James 
Cushway, Eloise Sheridan and Konrad Date as well as Craig Thomas and all the SACUSA umpires 
whom I met along the way. This exchange program is a terrific concept, and one I hope continues 
long into the future. 

Chris Grant 
-------------------------------------------------------- 

TALE OF A 550TH MILESTONE 
The weekends of January 26th and February 1st were a terrific experience for myself and long-time 
friend, and umpiring colleague, Malcolm Gunn. It only seemed a short while ago that we teamed up 
at the Albert for the occasion of my 500th Premier match - that being between Melbourne and 
Northcote 2nd grade. This is one of the little gems the Umpiring department assists umpires with, 
and to be able to choose (within reason) a milestone match at which venue and between which 
clubs. 
For my 550th (and for those who wish to know – the opportunity to gain my 1109th lbw….lol), Jase 
allowed me to stand at the Albert, again, with Malcolm and like the 500th, we again had fun. We are 
both experienced umpires, however I allowed Malcolm to choose the end and like the generous 
chap he is, he chose the working end. Seniority does count, believe me. The players seemed to 
leave me alone, either due to sympathy or just the fact it is not worth asking Russ anything. Malcom 
was having so much fun he did not want to get off the ground early on Day 1 and was quite content 
to call a certain Melbourne bowler, and those who have been around would know who he is, for any 
front-foot infraction. I am hopeful Malcolm`s outstretched arm would recover for Day 2. 
Footscray chose to bat and lost regular wickets to be 8/218 (unusually slow scoring) at the end of 
the day`s play with Melbourne grassing a few opportunities late otherwise they should have been 
batting by day`s end. Day 2 looked as though it may be a real tussle with Footscray entitled to bat 
a further 10 overs before compulsory closure. 
One highlight to come out of Day 1 was Malcolm`s observance regarding one of my discussions 
with Melbourne captain, Peter Petricola. Apparently, my hand gestures were quite proficient 
(according to Malcolm) so I became an ‘Honorary Italian’ for the day. I did ask Peter whether 
Malcolm was saying I was a “flog”, or a similarly sounding name for an Italian. Peter just replied, 



Volume 26 Number 6 2019-2020 Page 12 
  

“welcome Amico”. Malcolm and I seem to share everything we do so after me doing 48 overs at my 
end, he felt compelled to return the compliment. 6.08pm finish not too bad what with Malcolm 
feverishly watching the front foot. 
Day 2 and well, rain was about. Malcolm, being an accountant, was in charge of calculations with 
me as auditor – what a team. Abbott and Costello eat your heart out!!!!! 
We lost time at the start of play on Day 2 and were able to resume with compulsory closure to occur 
after 104 overs rather than 106. Glenn, our curator, said we were now on our own as he had done 
all he could and the super sopper was now unavailable as he had other things to do. Glenn and the 
crew had done a fabulous job especially as I was at the Albert on the Thursday prior for the U16 
YPL Final and the ground was completely under water. 
We got through to 104 overs then change of innings was happening. Mind you Malcolm thought his 
outstretched arm had recovered enough to call a few more. Please Malcolm can you give it a rest.!!!!! 
My God, here comes the rain. Then it stopped so covers off and dragged to the boundary, Hang on, 
here`s the rain again. Covers back on. Oh no, the rain has ceased so let`s go lads, covers off. All 
the way to the boundary again then no need to tell what happened next. Players by this time were 
saying to Malcom and me, “Come on guys, make up your mind!” We said, “After all the effort you 
lads had made you look hungry, let`s have lunch”. 
There ended the effort as the rain became continuous and our calculations were also changed 
regularly even though we could be still there until 7:00pm according to 1sts and 2nds PC`s. The 
accountant in Malcolm said he could not go home just yet as he would have jobs to do around the 
house, plus Peter wanted every opportunity to chase the total. We stayed until the Federal 
Government thought there was enough water on the Albert 
to create another hydro scheme. 
Sanity prevailed and play was abandoned with enough time 
for Malcolm to get home and please the wife with some 
household chores. 
Bruce, Melbourne’s home-ground manager, asked if we 
wanted a photograph or two taken to commemorate the 
event. We declined his kind offer so I have included a photo 
of the 500th from which many will notice not much has 
changed with Malcolm and me. The training regime has 
worked a treat since 2017/18. 
I can only bring to light that whenever a milestone comes 
within reach for any umpire, do approach the CV Umpiring 
Department and request a special colleague and venue. You 
will have fun. 
And to answer the question that is worrying you. No, I did not improve my lbw tally, although I tried 
hard. 

Russ Turner 
----------------------------------------------------- 

AND A JOKE TO FILL THE PAGE 
“My wife’s going to leave me if I don’t stop playing cricket.”  
“Oh dear. That’s too bad.” 
“Yes, I’ll miss her!” 

 
Russ Turner and his “partner in crime”, 
Malcolm Gunn, walk from the field at the 
Albert Ground, but not after the former’s 
550th Premier Match. (Picture courtesy of 
Bruce Wilson, Round 15, Season 2017-18)  
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ENGLAND’S FIRST TEST TOUR: DEATH, BRAWLING, BETTING 
AND CROSS-DRESSING 

England’s 500th Test match on foreign soil, which concluded 
in Port Elizabeth on Monday, 20th January, 2020, prompted 
a lot of people to reminisce about tours past, but few could 
hope to match the tale of England’s voyage to their first ever 
away Test, played in Melbourne in March, 1877. It is a tale of 
death, drama, donkeys and cross-dressing, and was 
thankfully diarised in sometimes excruciating detail by an 
unnamed player in a series of letters to The Sporting Life. 
In all, 255 days passed between the players setting sail from 
Southampton and their return to London’s Charing Cross 
station. The correspondent details every day of the outbound 
trip. Along the way they stopped at Gibraltar, Malta (“the 
beggars and guides are a perfect nuisance, pestering you the 
whole time”), Port Said and Suez at either end of the Suez 

Canal (“Suez is a wretched town. No pleasure can be got by a visit to the place, which is a tumble-
down, narrow-streeted, stinking hole”), Yemen and Galle, before the players switched boats for the 
leg to King George’s Sound. 
Before they reached Malta one of their 
shipmates died. “About half-past ten, a 
death occurred on board, and at two, 
the funeral took place. A very 
impressive ceremony – the ship 
stopping, and the knell tolling as the 
body was committed to the deep,” wrote 
the player. At Suez several players 
engaged in a donkey race, during which 
Allen Hill, the bowler who was to take 
the first ever Test wicket, fell off his ride 
and injured an elbow – the line of totally 
unnecessary injuries sustained by 
touring England cricketers engaged in 
completely unnecessary pursuits 
having started long before Rory Burns 
did his ankle playing football*.  
*Reference to the ankle injury to Rory Burns 
prior to the 2nd Test in Capetown, in January, 
2020, which has put him out until April.  – Ed. 
At King George’s Sound they changed to yet another boat, for the trip to Glenelg in South Australia, 
where they were loaded on to a horse-drawn cart and taken the final six miles to Adelaide where 
they played and won their first match. The tour was off to a fine start, but it headed downhill fast. 
There were nine matches in Australia and eight in New Zealand in the run-up to the first Test, against 
teams that ranged in size from 13 men to 22. Results were mixed and finances poor. Gate receipts 
were the team’s only source of remuneration but in many places, locals were not keen on 
contributing if they could avoid it. In Christchurch, for example, the local paper complained about 

 
England line-up in Chichester a day before departure. 

Back row (L→R): Harry Jupp, Tom Emmett, R. Humphrey, Allen Hill, 
Tom Armitage and George Ulyett.  
Centre row (L→R): Ted Pooley, James Southerton, James Lillywhite 
(captain), Alfred Shaw and Andrew Greenwood.  
Front row (L→R): Henry Charlwood and John Selby. (Photograph: 
Popperfoto via Getty Images)  

 
England players celebrate in South Africa on 
their way to winning their 500th overseas 
Test Match, which was a very different 
experience to their first. (Photograph: Stu 
Forster/Getty Images) 

https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/5g0hCWLJMvFnLnpGHxtfdK?domain=theguardian.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/5g0hCWLJMvFnLnpGHxtfdK?domain=theguardian.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/u8MeCXLKNwFLPL60hDt0LV?domain=theguardian.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/MZE3CYWLOxhyWy0OUVRtNq?domain=theguardian.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/MZE3CYWLOxhyWy0OUVRtNq?domain=theguardian.com
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“the numbers of people who visited the ground without having the generosity to contribute to the 
very heavy expenses of the Eleven”. Meanwhile England lost against Victoria and twice against New 
South Wales. “The Englishmen have made no show, indeed the match is considered quite a fiasco,” 
read one report, while a rumour swept Sydney that they had lost on purpose. 
And there was the travel, which continued to be long and arduous. Particularly memorable was the 
journey from Greymouth on the west coast of New Zealand’s South Island to Christchurch in the 
east, which started in two stage-coaches. They were due to spend the night in Otira, high in the 
Southern Alps, but they were still not there at 11:00pm when, in heavy rain, they were forced to 
cross a river that had burst its banks. All safely reached an island in the middle of the stream, which 
was where their lights blew out. The first coach reached the far side of the river, but the second got 
stuck. 
“All had to jump for their lives into the stream, which was now up to their waists,” the player wrote. 
“By great exertion the coach was got out, but only just in time, as soon, huge stones, trees and logs 
began to be carried down the swollen river.” 
The soggy players dragged their sodden luggage the remaining half-mile to their hotel, where they 
discovered there were only three beds for their party of 17. Happily, the couple who owned the hotel 
were able to lend them some clothes while their own dried out, though less happily that did involve 
some players being forced to put on dresses. 
In Christchurch they played an 18-man team representing Canterbury. Before the match Ted 
Pooley, England’s outstanding wicketkeeper – who had not played in the tour because of a knee 
injury and who was to participate in the match only as an umpire – got talking with Ralph Donkin, 
an assistant railway engineer, who, like the England team was staying at Warner’s Hotel. They 
struck a bet, at odds of 6-1, that Pooley could predict the score of any Canterbury cricketer. “It 
afterwards turned out that this was a catch bet [in other words, one that Pooley couldn’t lose], Pooley 
boasting that he ‘had’ Donkin by placing a duck’s egg next to each man,” the Timaru Herald reported.  
After four batsmen were out without scoring in Canterbury’s first innings, Pooley offered to waive 
any winnings from the second if Donkin paid out immediately, demanding a sum of £36. Donkin 
refused, and that night the two men got into a fight. A bloodied Donkin, whose room was next to 
Pooley’s, decided it would be safer to stay at a different hotel, and in his absence his room was 
broken into: “Every particle of Mr Donkin’s wearing apparel torn to shreds, and some important plans 
partially destroyed.” 
A witness saw Pooley and Alfred Bramhall, described in the media as England’s ticket-taker, in the 
corridor “not a yard from the door of Donkin’s room”. Both men were arrested and though released 
on bail, had to stay in New Zealand until April, missing the remainder of the tour. Pooley was 
eventually fined £5 for assault and he and Bramhall acquitted of wilful, unlawful and malicious 
damage, the defence being that either man could easily have been confused with other members 
of the touring party.  
Then came the first Test, in which England were beaten almost single-handedly by Charles 
Bannerman, who scored 165 before a delivery from George Ulyett hit his right hand, splitting a finger 
open and forcing him to retire. In The Sporting Life he was said to have “played the best cricket 
possible to conceive … his hitting was terrific, and his defence perfect, and I think he is about the 
best professional batsman I ever saw”. The result was widely celebrated – “Such an event would 
not have been dreamed of as coming within the limits of possibility 10 or 15 years ago, and is a 
crushing reply to those unpatriotic theorists who would have us believe that the Australian race is 
deteriorating from the imperial type,” wrote the Age. 
Though England won the second and final Test, also at Melbourne, by four wickets, the team’s 
reputation had been irrevocably damaged. “Since the result, the fashionable query has been, ‘What 
about the English cricketers now?’” wrote ‘Grubber’ in the Brisbane newspaper, The Week. 

https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/GuMBC3Q8MvCrgr80iE2Nz2?domain=espncricinfo.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/vKbmC4QZNwCw2wj3C35CLt?domain=espncricinfo.com
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“Previously, during the progress of [their other defeats], the popular reply was ‘bets’, or ‘sold the 
match, of course’, but these won’t go down any longer.” 
A couple of weeks after the second Test the team were on a boat once more. This time they sailed 
as far as Brindisi, on the heel of Italy’s boot, and then travelled by coach and train to Calais. This 
journey alone took 45 days and was, according to Ulyett, “not nearly so enjoyable as the outward 
one”. Ulyett was known as Happy Jack, but by the time he returned home he was anything but. A 
few days later he was interviewed by his local paper, Sheffield’s Daily Telegraph. “He ascribes many 
of their defeats to the immense toil they underwent in getting from place to place,” they reported. 
“The trip was not a success in any respect. George has about had his fill of Australia; at any rate he 
would not like to go again under similar circumstances.” 
England’s next Test in Australia was played in January, 1879; Ulyett opened the batting. 

(Article submitted to Law 43 by Trim Wendelken and published with permission from the author, 
Simon Burnton, The Guardian) 

---------------------------------------------------- 

MACCA’S BOOK REVIEW 
When All is Said and Done - Neale Daniher (Macmillan, 2019) (Catalogue Record: National 
Library of Australia) 
The book starts with Neale Daniher’s diagnosis of his disease in 2013 in the Canberra Hospital. 
He then tells the story how he had to inform his wife (Jan) and his four children of the heartbreaking 
news. Informing his extended family of Mum and Dad and 10 brothers and sisters was just as hard 
and the help and encouragement that he received from them all, helped to keep him from becoming 
down in the mouth about it all. He then goes on to inform us of his younger years growing up on the 
farm in Ungarie (NSW) and how they all became great friends and typical brothers, playing all sports 
in the back yard. 
He went to primary school in Ungarie, before going to boarding school in Goulburn and then 
Assumption College in Kilmore for years 11 and 12, where he excelled in both cricket and football 
under the tutelage of Ray Carroll. His schooling was enough to gain his certificate, but his learning 
was at a different level, with him acquiring knowledge about issues that captured his imagination. 
His philosophies in life revolved around four things he named – Survive, Strive, Thrive and Arrive, 
and with these in mind he has set out to become the best at everything he has attempted with 
humility and aggression as required. 
He survived the loneliness of being away from his family when at boarding school, in striving to 
achieve, then thriving as these aspects came onboard, and thriving even more as he got to 
appreciate the differences required. All this led him finally to arrive at a particular goal in life, taking 
time to appreciate the remarkable moments along the way. 
He talks about the thrill of playing his first games of VFL football, but also the misery of losing the 
first two matches when there was nothing more he could do to change the outcome. He talks about 
the wonders of University life and all the challenges, the enjoyment of meeting new people and 
discussing the various topics that ensued, like politics, religion, and the balance of life. 
From his first senior game to his knee injuries, he reiterates his learning, striving to become one of 
the team. His philosophical thoughts and processes were deeply rooted in him in his early life, and 
his way of improving his output was always to follow “Mr Positive” and give “Mr Negative” the boot. 
These he followed over his years of football, - playing, coaching, and administrative career. 
He and his wife, Jan, and their four children were a very caring family with high standards and 
morals, and they all lived with the knowledge that family comes first and foremost. 
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When the disease, “The Beast”, was introduced to the family in 2013, they became even closer, 
with the two girls living in Melbourne and the two boys living with him and his wife in Perth. With no 
remedy for Motor Neurone Disease (MND), Neale started talking about beating “The Beast”, and so 
with the help of others, several different activities were initiated to raise both awareness and money 
for research to fight the disease. 
Over the course of the book, Neale describes his frustrations, but more importantly he acknowledges 
all those around him who have had an impact on his life. The whole reason for this book is for his 
grandchildren to understand their grandfather and the values and principles he has grown up with 
and tried to instil into his own children.  
I know that the grandchildren are going to have to be a reasonable age before they are able to fully 
understand a lot of his meanings (well into their teenage years). 
After reading this book, it made me think deeply about how I have lived my life, with the many 
mistakes that I have made, but then also the many more wonderful achievements that have come 
my way. It also reinforced in me how many of his deep philosophies that I have shared, in the way 
that I have lived. 
I fully recommend this book to you, and hope you get as much enjoyment from it as I have. 

Eric Kelly 
---------------------------------------------------- 

SOME JOHN COLLINS’ WISDOM 
“It’s a funny kind of month, March.  For the really keen cricketer it’s when you realise that your wife 
left you in October.” 

Denis Norden 
“Cricket was intended to be played between 22 sportsmen for their own pleasure; it was never meant 
to be the vehicle for international competition, huge crowds and headline news-otherwise it wouldn’t 
have been given a code of laws with such gaps as you could drive through with a coach and horses.” 

B.H. Lyon 
----------------------------------------------------- 

VCAUSA CALENDAR 
The ongoing VCAUSA calendar for 2019-20, as far as is known at this stage is as follows: 

Date Activity Notes 
Friday, 21 February, 2020 MUCC Business Breakfast RACV City Club, Bourke Street, 

Melbourne 
Sunday, 23 February, 
2020, 12:00 noon 

Social Cricket Match at 
Mount Waverley Reserve 

VCAUSA vs Mount Waverley 
Vets 

Thursday, 5 March, 2020, 
7:00 pm 

CV T&D (Finals Umpires 
only) 

CV CitiPower Centre, St Kilda 

Saturday, 4 April, 2020 “Nibbles on the Hill”, 1st 
Grade Grand Final 

CV CitiPower Centre, St Kilda 

Friday, 17 April, 2020 Premier Cricket Awards 
Night 

CV CitiPower Centre, St Kilda 

Friday, 1 May, 2020 VCAUSA Dinner and 
Presentation Night 

Veneto Club, Bulleen 

5 – 8 June, 2020 Joint SACUSA/VCASUSA 
Meeting Weekend 

Penola, South Australia 

 


